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Accessing NDWS Data



1. Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA

» Contents: De-identified NDWS surveys (excluding administrator surveys)

 Restrictions: No prior approval needed

2. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and non-CMS linkable data on MiCDA

» Contents: Full NDWS RUF surveys (including administrator surveys) and the
Environment, Process, and Quality of Care data sources available to link with surveys

 Restrictions: NDWS and IRB prior approval required; data users must be located in the
USA at a US-based institution or company

3. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and Beneficiary-level CMS data and NDWS
claims-based summary files on LINKAGE

» Contents: All NDWS Restricted Use Files as described in Tier 2, plus CMS data
available through LINKAGE

» Restrictions: NDWS and NIA Privacy Board prior approvals required, requestor must
be a U.S. citizen or permanent legal resident, and an IRB determination that your
project is human subjects research must be provided

NDWS Data Access Tiers

A JC® NATIONAL DEMENTIA

WV O WORKFORCE STUDY



1. Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA
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Tier 1: Public Use Files (PUFs)

 Available on NACDA (National Archive of Computerized Data on
Aging); can go directly or find the info on NDWS website

 https://www.ndws.org/surveys-and-data/how-to-access-data

» Waves 1—2 of CC, NH Staff, and AL Staff surveys;
« NH/AL Administrator surveys not released as PUFs
« No HC data released

 Direct identifiers removed Once the PUF is Prepaljed
for release, questionnaires
 Potential indirect identifiers are coarsened on the website are updated

to reflect these PUF

or suppressed flectt
modifications

« E.g., “YearsPracticed” — collapsed by decade
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Where to download PUFs

1. Directly from NACDA

National Archive of "
NAc DA Computerized Data on Aging Home Search Data™ Deposit Data~ About ¥ More Data Resources ¥

Search results

[ ndws n View All

Search tips

Top results m Variables (5) Data-related publications (5)

All Filters Showing 1 - 6 of 6 results.

Help guide for filters and badges Sort by: [ Study Relevance v
Popular Filters 2 B SELF-PUBLISHED Show query matches
Curated (0) O NDWS: Scope of Practice Regulations Data for Nurse Practitioners and Physician
Exclude Restricted Use (6) O Assistants (ICPSR 239045)

Online Analysis Available (§) O Released/updated on: 2025-10-21
Time period: 2024-01-01--2024-12-31

. . This is a state-level dataset with variables that capture the following scope of practice information for nurse
Time Period i practitioners and physician assistants: a) practice authority, b) prescriptive authority, and c) full practice authori T Back to top

Show more
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Where to download PUFs

1. Directly from NACDA
L1, ool

2. Go to ndws.org

o o ‘. .
NATIONAL DEMENTIA S Email Us:
® ® N DW WORKFORCE STUDY ‘ Join Email List 3 |

info@ndws.org

Search results

[ ndws n View All

Home About - Surveys and Data -~ Resources - Pilot Grants - News and Events Participant Center -

e Surveys How to Access Data
Interviews NDWS survey data and linkable administrative data sources — including beneficiary-level CMS claims data — can
be accessed by researchers for free.
Top results Variab Data Linkages Wave 2 data are available now, including Restricted Use Survey Files (RUFs) for all surveys (including data from the
| Home Care survey), and Public Use Files (PUFs) for the Community Clinician (Wave 1Final), Nursing Home, and
All Filters SHoWIAG = 6 6L 6 reaults R Assisted Living surveys.
Help guide for filters and badges Sort by: ' Study Relevance v N DWS Data
Popular Filters 2 B SELF-PUBLISHED There are three tiers of data available as part of NDWS, depending on your project’s needs:
Curated (0) NDWS: Scope of Practice R€
Exclude Restricted Use (6) 0 Assistants (ICPSR 239045) 1. NDWS survey Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA !

pdated on: 2025-10-21

Online Analysis Available (8) e Contents: De-identified NDWS surveys (excluding administrator surveys)

Time period: 2024-01-01--2024-124 e Restrictions: No prior approval needed
. i This is a state-level dataset with vari ) . ) )
Time Period v A e e e 2. NDWS survey Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and non-CMS linkable data on MiCDA 1

Show more e Contents: Full NDWS RUF surveys (including administrator surveys) and the Environment, Process, and
Quality of Care data sources available to link with surveys
e Restrictions: NDWS and IRB prior approval required; data users must be located in the USA at a US-

NATIONAL DEMENTIA

WORKFORCE STUDY




“Why is {{variable}] missing in the PUF?”

e Direct identifiers removed

 Potential indirect identifiers may be coarsened or suppressed

- Example: “year highest clinical degree” — collapsed by decade

° Questionn aires ﬂ ag: Note: Masked and Removed Variables

Decisions about each variable are reflected in the Table of Contents.

* [R] = Varlable removed [R] - variable removed for disclosure protection

. [M] - variable masked (collapsed or recoded) for disclosure protection
e [M] = variable masked

Table of Contents

Table of Contents
Disclosure Protections
Coding Information for Masked Variables
Section Welcome, Screener, Intro
CCintro
Section 1: Education, Training and Experience

CC1 License [R]

e B e B (R I 4 T S
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1. Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA

» Contents: De-identified NDWS surveys (excluding administrator surveys)

 Restrictions: No prior approval needed

2. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and non-CMS linkable data on MiCDA

» Contents: Full NDWS RUF surveys (including administrator surveys) and the
Environment, Process, and Quality of Care data sources available to link with surveys

 Restrictions: NDWS and IRB prior approval required; data users must be located in the
USA at a US-based institution or company

3. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and Beneficiary-level CMS data and NDWS
claims-based summary files on LINKAGE

» Contents: All NDWS Restricted Use Files as described in Tier 2, plus CMS data
available through LINKAGE

» Restrictions: NDWS and NIA Privacy Board prior approvals required, requestor must
be a U.S. citizen or permanent legal resident, and an IRB determination that your
project is human subjects research must be provided
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Data Access: Restricted Use Files (RUFs)

Five reasons to use Tier 2/3: o 5.5« NDWS jimsuonms P

WORKFORCE STUDY ) info@ndws.org

SurveysandData -  Resources  PilotGrants NewsandEvents  Participant Center

Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator
Environment (local context)
Other files linkable through CMS identifier

NDWS-created, claims-based summary files

nNld States. Survey data and other linked data sources will create an
- ource for researchers to answer critical questions about the
i ct on care and outcomes for persons living with dementia.

Taking the Survey

A

Beneficiary-level
CMS claims/encounter/assessment data

mmmmmmmm

« NDWS surveys deposited in LINKAGE include
encrypted FIPS state/county codes and CMS
identifiers

« NPI for Community Clinician survey
e CCN for Nursing Home survey
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Restricted Use Files (RUFs): Tier 2

Five reasons to use Tier 2/3:
1. Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator

2. Environment (local context)
3. Other files linkable through CMS identifier

* Tier 2 access through Michigan Center on the Demography of

Aging (MiCDA) enclave.

« NDWS and IRB prior approval required
« Data users must be located in the USA at a US-based institution or

company
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Restricted Use Files (RUFs): Tier 3

Five reasons to use Tier 2/3:

1. Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator
Environment (local context)

Other files linkable through CMS identifier
NDWS-created, claims-based summary files

SRR

Beneficiary-level CMS claims/encounter/assessment data

» Tier 3 access through the NIA-funded LINKAGE platform.
« NDWS and NIA Privacy Board prior approvals required
* Requestor must be a U.S. citizen or permanent legal resident
* Must provide an IRB determination that your project is human subjects
research
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Learn about data available + access

& o o i N DW NATIONAL DEMENTIA ’ (NI Email Us:
WORKFORCE STUDY \ 7 info@ndws.org
Home About - Surveys and Data - Resources - Pilot Grants - News and Events Participant Center -
® 3% %% e%ecee’se
e %e%%eee’® ‘el o%2e
00000 00 00000 o o
Surveys How to Access Data 3.8 8% 30s $03,30078
: oo ; : : : . e 2%82% o 2 o 0%ese 0e’2e "2
Interviews NDWS survey data and linkable administrative data sources — including beneficiary-level CMS claims data — can ® 0% oo° 00 09,32 00 2000 o3
be accessed by researchers for free. ® o %0 3% 0 e ** 3 i
e o 0o 0o o e o
Data Linkages Wave 2 data are available now, including Restricted Use Survey Files (RUFs) for all surveys (including data from the .:o :o..:::- o0e. o soe ®e .oE
Home Care survey), and Public Use Files (PUFs) for the Community Clinician (Wave 1Final), Nursing Home, and o 9%5%%.2 ® 00 o o "202°%22 s
Assisted Living surveys. . e’ H
How to Access Data o’ :
° °
° .
NDWS Data : .
L
There are three tiers of data available as part of NDWS, depending on your project’s needs: .
:
°
1. NDWS survey Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA | L4
e Contents: De-identified NDWS surveys (excluding administrator surveys)

e Restrictions: No prior approval needed

2. NDWS survey Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and non-CMS linkable data on MiCDA 1

e Contents: Full NDWS RUF surveys (including administrator surveys) and the Environment, Process, and
Quality of Care data sources available to link with surveys

e Ractrictiane: ND\WW/S Aand IRR nriar annraval reanired: data icere miict he lacated in the | ISA at a 11S-
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