
Accessing NDWS Data 
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rs 1. Public Use Files (PUFs) on NACDA
• Contents: De-identified NDWS surveys (excluding administrator surveys)
• Restrictions: No prior approval needed

2. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and non-CMS linkable data on MiCDA
• Contents: Full NDWS RUF surveys (including administrator surveys) and the 

Environment, Process, and Quality of Care data sources available to link with surveys
• Restrictions: NDWS and IRB prior approval required; data users must be located in the 

USA at a US-based institution or company

3. Restricted Use Files (RUFs) and Beneficiary-level CMS data and NDWS 
claims-based summary files on LINKAGE
• Contents: All NDWS Restricted Use Files as described in Tier 2, plus CMS data 

available through LINKAGE
• Restrictions: NDWS and NIA Privacy Board prior approvals required, requestor must 

be a U.S. citizen or permanent legal resident, and an IRB determination that your 
project is human subjects research must be provided
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Tier 1: Public Use Files (PUFs)
• Available on NACDA (National Archive of Computerized Data on 

Aging); can go directly or find the info on NDWS website
• https://www.ndws.org/surveys-and-data/how-to-access-data

• Waves 1–2 of CC, NH Staff, and AL Staff surveys; 
• NH/AL Administrator surveys not released as PUFs
• No HC data released

• Direct identifiers removed

• Potential indirect identifiers are coarsened 
or suppressed

• E.g., “YearsPracticed” → collapsed by decade
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Once the PUF is prepared 
for release, questionnaires 
on the website are updated 
to reflect these PUF 
modifications
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Where to download PUFs
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1. Directly from NACDA



Where to download PUFs

5

1. Directly from NACDA
2. Go to ndws.org



“Why is {{variable}} missing in the PUF?”
• Direct identifiers removed

• Potential indirect identifiers may be coarsened or suppressed
• Example: “year highest clinical degree” → collapsed by decade

• Questionnaires flag: 
• [R] = variable removed 

• [M] = variable masked
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Data Access: Restricted Use Files (RUFs)
Five reasons to use Tier 2/3:
1. Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator

2. Environment (local context)

3. Other files linkable through CMS identifier

4. NDWS-created, claims-based summary files

5. Beneficiary-level 
CMS claims/encounter/assessment data
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• NDWS surveys deposited in LINKAGE include 
encrypted FIPS state/county codes and CMS 
identifiers 
• NPI for Community Clinician survey
• CCN for Nursing Home survey



Restricted Use Files (RUFs): Tier 2
Five reasons to use Tier 2/3:
1. Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator

2. Environment (local context)

3. Other files linkable through CMS identifier

4. NDWS-created, claims-based summary files

5. Beneficiary-level CMS claims/encounter/assessment data
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• Tier 2 access through Michigan Center on the Demography of 
Aging (MiCDA) enclave. 

• NDWS and IRB prior approval required
• Data users must be located in the USA at a US-based institution or 

company 



Restricted Use Files (RUFs): Tier 3
Five reasons to use Tier 2/3:
1. Full CC/NH/AL surveys, including Administrator

2. Environment (local context)

3. Other files linkable through CMS identifier

4. NDWS-created, claims-based summary files

5. Beneficiary-level CMS claims/encounter/assessment data
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• Tier 3 access through the NIA-funded LINKAGE platform. 
• NDWS and NIA Privacy Board prior approvals required
• Requestor must be a U.S. citizen or permanent legal resident
• Must provide an IRB determination that your project is human subjects 

research
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Learn about data available + access



Thank you!
www.ndws.org   |   info@ndws.org
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